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Dear Jim,

We miss you, your wit and wisdom, your honesty, your loyalty and your friendship. You left us
many years too soon for us to fully thank you in person. By accepting us as your adopted
Dartmouth ‘64 classmates, you deeply honored each one of us. | often wonder who really made
that final decision to join our class, you or our class. It just seemed like the right place for you to
be as part of that wide array of achievements that marked your long and illustrious Dartmouth
career.

From your humble beginnings in the lead mines of Galena to the hallowed granite halls of
Dartmouth College, you always stayed true to your roots. Love and respect for country led to
your service as a United States Marine, proud, loyal, patriotic. Your thirst for knowledge and
understanding took you through the beckoning doors of academia. A strong love of and respect
for history and all its valuable lessons led you to an unparalleled career as a great teacher. You
were a miner, a soldier, a scholar, a teacher, a celebrated author, a friend, a classmate, and an
inveterate sports fan. We will miss you every day for the rest of our lives.

You wore many hats through the years. But perhaps the one you wore as you took on the role of
champion for returning veterans, many severely wounded in faraway lands in service to this
country, was the most extraordinary. You comforted them in hospitals, counselled them on life and
their place in it. You encouraged and made possible their pursuit of higher education that had
been interrupted by war, even bringing many here to Dartmouth to start new lives as
undergraduates.

Many of us worked with and came to know these young veterans who became part of the
Dartmouth family. All of them praised your efforts to help them, your compassion, your mentoring,
and your undying belief in each one of them as they grew and succeeded on their new paths.
Their presence enriched the campus and inspired their fellow classmates with their courage,
perseverance, and their indominable spirits. Here, at your college, you brought us some of these
young men who would become part of the next generation of leaders, so desperately needed in
our world.

You were one of the best listeners | ever knew. A most patient and humble man, your door was
always open, your advice clear and concise. You greeted all folks at the door, never from behind
your desk. It was with that great smile, those sparkling eyes, and that wonderful, powerful voice
that commanded any space it occupied, “Please come in. Nice to see you. What’s on your mind?
How can | help?” And always you offered a kind and heartfelt expression that said “Welcome”
combined with a firm and strong handshake, the true measure of a born leader and a great friend.
You made everyone feel special, always

Your life was marked by your ability to stand tall in the face of tragedy and humble through the
hard earned and much deserved rewards that came your way. Many say the strength you showed
during those dark days when your grandson, Adam, then an outstanding undergraduate at
Dartmouth, tragically lost his life, was your finest hour. As Dr. Seuss, another revered son of
Dartmouth would say, “Your heart grew three sizes that day.”



And so, Jim, as we acknowledge all the contributions you have made to the betterment of so
many lives, to the future course of education, and in your final years, to the sacrifices so many
young Americans made in the service of their country, we now honor you. Having worn the mantle
of leadership as the Marine you were, tall, proud, humble and strong, you have made a positive
difference in your time with all of us. Only God knows how much good you have done, how much
love you have shared, how many souls you have inspired, and how many new leaders you have
placed on the path marked with your footsteps few can ever fill.

Notwithstanding your ascendancy to the Presidency of Dartmouth College, many of us believe
your finest moment was when you won the hand of Susan, who, with her undying love and
devotion, became your life’s partner. Through every challenge, Susan’s deep and enduring love
is embodied in her own words from her heart when she proudly says “Jim was and will always be
the love of my life.” | believe that sentiment was as apparent in your eyes as it ever was, and still
is, in hers. To have Susan grace us with her presence, as we honor your memory and embrace
your time together, makes this evening a very special time for all of us.

For all that you have done, Jim, we thank you and we salute you for being our leader and teacher
and especially as our classmate and friend. We could ask no more from having been part of your
life, for being able to share our love and respect for you and for Susan, and to know you have
made all of us better for having known you.

And now, to mark your contributions to all who have been inspired by your wise leadership, it is
our great pleasure to bestow upon you the highest praise your classmates can offer. With our
deepest respect, we now add your name to the list of previous recipients of our distinguished
leadership award, as well as formally naming the award in your honor, to be known from this day
forward as:

The James Wright ‘64a Class of 1964 Outstanding Leadership Award

You are one of us for the ages and may the “Granite of New Hampshire” forever reside “in your
muscles and your brain” while “the Hill Winds” speed your eternal journey until we all meet again
someday “In that Great Dartmouth Hall in the Sky.”

Given by your devoted classmates gathered on these hallowed green fields of your beloved
Dartmouth College on this 11" day of June in the year of our Lord 2024.

GODSPEED AND LEAD ON, DEAR FRIEND!



